
Journal: Help your child find two leaves outside. Discuss the similarities 
and differences between them using the sense of sight, touch, smell and 
hearing (do not taste, unless you are positive the leaf is edible). Why do 
the two leaves look different? Encourage your child to draw a picture 
of the leaves in his or her journal.  Help your child write (or otherwise 
indicate) special features of the leaves. Record where you found the 
leaves.

Binocular Safari: Practice using binoculars (real, homemade, or both, 
if possible) with your child. Observe animals at home or in a local park. 
Discuss what they look like and what they are doing.

To use binoculars, first spot an animal or object with your eyes. Without 
taking your eyes off the object, lift the binoculars to your eyes to peer 
through. Were you able to keep your eyes on the object?

Hiding in Plain Sight
Escondiéndose a Plena Vista

Your child is learning about animal camouflage and how special 
coloration and markings can help animals hide. Become a 
camouflage detective with your child and discover creatures hiding in 
plain sight. 

Su hijo o hija está aprendiendo acerca de animales camuflados y 
como los colores y marcas especiales pueden ayudar a los animales a 
esconderse. Conviértanse en detectives y descubran criaturas que se 
esconden a plena vista.

Camouflage Detective: Many animals have special coloring, 
markings or physical features that help them blend in with their 
surroundings. We say that these animals are camouflaged. 
Engage your child in a camouflage detective game. Search for 
camouflaged animals in your yard, neighborhood or local park. 
When one of you spots an animal using its colors or shape to hide, 
point it out to your child and observe it together. Work with your child 
to sketch the camouflaged animal and its surroundings in his or her 
Nature Notebook. How many more expert hiders can you find?

What kinds of animals did you find? If you don’t know, work with 
your child to find someone who does. Look in field guides at your 
local library, or visit a local natural history museum or nature center 
to find help in solving your camouflage mysteries. 

Detective de Camuflajes: Muchos animales tienen colores 
especiales, marcas o características físicas que les ayudan 
a mezclarse con sus alrededores. Nosotros decimos que esos 
animales están camuflados. Anime a su hijo o hija a que juegue 
a ser un detective de animales camuflados. Busque animales 
camuflados en su patio, vecindario o parque cercano. Cuando 
uno de ustedes aviste un animal usando su colór o forma para 
esconderse, señálelo al otro y obsérvenlo juntos. Ayude a su 
hijo o hija a dibujar los animales camuflados y sus alrededores 
en su Cuaderno Ambiental. ¿Cuántos animales expertos en 
esconderse pudieron encontrar?

¿Qué clase de animales encontraron? Si ustedes no los 
conocen, traten de encontrar uno conocido. Una guía de 
campo - la cual puede encontrar en la biblioteca, museo de 
historia natural o centro natural más cercano - les pueden 
ayudar a identificar su animal camuflado misterioso.
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