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EPA FUNDS NATIONAL NON-PROFIT IN AN EFFORT TO CONNECT YOUNG CHILDREN TO NATURE
Houston, TX– A national nonprofit organization, the Council for Environmental Education (CEE), was awarded $120,995 from the Environmental Protection Agency to strengthen a national effort to connect young children to nature, particularly with diverse audiences such as the Head Start community.  This grant builds upon CEE’s national efforts with its newest program, Growing Up WILD: Exploring Nature with Young Children. CEE was one of 14 award recipients from around the country in EPA’s distribution of more than $1.5 million in funding.  


The primary target audience for the Growing Up WILD initiative were educators within Head Start affiliated learning centers and the diverse population of young children they serve. Head Start is the most successful and longest-running, national school readiness program in the United States. The program provides services for more than one million children, 200,000 staff and 48,000 centers nationwide. Early childhood educators, including those connected to the Head Start program, have traditionally had little involvement in environmental education efforts or professional development programs for connecting young learners to nature. 

Developed with the vision of changing the culture of early childhood education to embrace learning in the outdoors, Growing Up WILD is the first nationally distributed professional development program and activity guide that integrates environmental education into the early childhood curriculum. 


Educators and childcare leaders receive Growing Up WILD materials by participating in interactive, hands-on workshops designed to meet their needs.  The large majority of workshops are delivered by a national network of sponsoring state wildlife and natural resource agencies. Project WILD State Coordinators have played a key role in establishing new connections for reaching diverse groups with Head Start being a targeted group for outreach efforts. Project WILD State Coordinators are also working with Child Care Resource and Referral Agencies, YMCA’s, child care providers and others who care for young children.  Through their efforts, nearly 2,000 facilitators (trainers) now make up Growing Up WILD’s national training network.  Nature centers, children’s museums, private child care organizations, and other provider groups have joined the training effort to reach young learners.

To date, over 55,000 educators and childcare professionals have acquired the activity guide through training workshops making it one of the largest programs connecting young children to nature in the nation. 
“Nature is a wonderful tool for creating positive experiences outdoors and building skills that will prepare young learners to succeed in school,” says Josetta Hawthorne, Executive Director for the Council for Environmental Education.
EPA funds awarded to CEE through this grant program were used to expand the reach of Growing Up WILD in ten states around the country (AL; CA; ME; MI; MT; NJ; OK; OR; TX; VA), to prioritize delivery to underserved children who receive services through Head Start, and to build capacity to include new partnering organizations.  These states agreed to hold a total of 60 workshops and train 1,650 educators. By the end of the grant period, these states held over 90 workshops and trained over 2,200 educators in Growing Up WILD, encouraging educators to use the outdoors for learning and connecting children to nature.  
###
About CEE 
The Council for Environmental Education (CEE) is a non-profit educational organization and a nationally recognized leader in environmental education, providing programs and services that promote responsible stewardship of natural resources. For more than 40 years, CEE has provided environmental education programs and services that promote stewardship of the environment and further the capacity of learners to make informed decisions. Each year CEE's benchmark programs provide materials and training for more than 50,000 educators, who reach millions of young people with essential information about conservation and the environment.  www.councilforee.org; www.pwGrowingUpWILD.htm  
