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Growing Up WILD Receives Family Choice Award
Houston, TX– Growing Up WILD, the Council for Environmental Education’s (CEE) new early childhood program designed for building school readiness skills through nature exploration, has just been awarded the 2009 Family Choice Award!  
The Family Choice Awards, now in its 14th year, was founded by the Family Magazine Group, America's largest free parenting publication, and is recognized as the premier resource for the very best in children's and parenting products and services.  The Awards recognize the best in children's and parenting resources.
In step with the children and nature movement and aligned with the goals of the federal “No Child Left Behind Act,” Growing Up WILD: Exploring Nature with Young Children Ages 3-7 is designed to help educators and caregivers engage young children in activities that encourage exploration of the natural world. With 27 ready-made activities written by educators and wildlife professionals and reviewed by experts in early childhood education, the guide provides an early foundation for developing active, healthy children who enjoy the outdoors and are prepared to enter school with ample learning skills. Furthermore, with high quality training programs to help educators be successful, Growing Up WILD provides early childhood educators with the knowledge and skills to comfortably lead nature-based activities.  The Growing Up WILD guide stands as the first nationally distributed educator resource specially designed to reach early childhood educators with a focus on the natural world.


Since the program’s launch last summer, Growing Up WILD has already been recommended by the National Science Teacher’s Association and has made its way into the hands of more than 10,000 educators. Growing Up WILD is currently being offered in 40 states all over the U.S. through a network of training partnerships where educators receive Growing Up WILD materials through fun, interactive workshops where they learn how to use the program.  

“Life-long connections with nature begin at an early age,” says Josetta Hawthorne, Executive Director for the Council for Environmental Education. “By targeting children ages 3-7 and the adults who care for them, Growing Up WILD will impact these audiences by increasing the chance that children will receive exposure to the outdoors and create positive memories of time outside at an early age.”  
Priorities for Growing Up WILD include outreach to diverse and economically disadvantaged children who have traditionally been underserved by environmental education efforts and opportunities to connect with the outdoors. To that end, CEE and its national network of training partners are working with Head Start in multiple states. 
Educators (i.e. childcare leaders, pre-school, kindergarten, and first grade teachers, home childcare providers etc.) receive Growing Up WILD materials by participating in interactive, hands-on workshops designed to meet their needs.  These workshops allow educators to experience Growing Up WILD activities, while discovering how the program meets their organization’s educational goals.  Workshops are delivered by a national network of sponsoring state wildlife and natural resource agencies, nature centers, private child-care organizations, and other provider groups who reach young learners. 

###

About CEE and Growing Up WILD 

The Council for Environmental Education (CEE) is a non-profit educational organization and a nationally recognized leader in environmental education, providing programs and services that promote responsible stewardship of natural resources. For more than 40 years, CEE has provided environmental education programs and services that promote stewardship of the environment and further the capacity of learners to make informed decisions. Each year CEE's benchmark programs provide materials and training for more than 50,000 educators, who reach millions of young people with essential information about conservation and the environment.  www.councilforee.org 

Growing Up WILD is a new initiative of the Council for Environmental Education (CEE) that builds on children’s sense of wonder about nature and invites them to explore wildlife and the world around them.  Through a wide range of activities and experiences, Growing Up WILD provides an early foundation for developing positive impressions about nature and lifelong social and academic skills.  www.projectwild.org/GrowingUpWILD.htm 
